
West Hartford Clean Energy Task Force 

Meeting Agenda 

Date:   June 20, 2012 

Time:  7:00 PM 

Location:  Town Hall, Room 204 

Participants- Paul Popinchalk, Robert Palmer, Catherine Diviney, Roger Smith, Joe 
Campanella, Susan Begin 
 

1. Update- Paul Popinchalk to be less involved in WH CETF and thanks the town for the 
opportunities. Look to invest time elsewhere for now and encourage the town to look for 
energy facility improvements as a better investment than their current investments.  

2. Status Updates 

o Summer Conversation Projects 

� Webster Hill- steam trap, controls and lighting project 

� Sedgwick- maybe boiler replacement and lighting 

� Town Hall- lighting project 

� Parks and pools- in middle of small lighting retrofits (T-12s) 

� Conard roof- auditorium and gym, rest of roof next year 

� Wolcott- got approval from insurance company re: thin film solar 
and energy dashboard for real time consumption with Institute for 
Sustainable Energy. 1 of 6 school in the state.  
PR?  Let community know we are doing things and that the task 
force exists. Present to council and Board of Ed. Timing: 2013 

� Two gas conversions at dog pound and Fire House 4. (from #2 fuel 
oil)  

� Fire House 2- lighting and HVAC tune-up 

� Previous projects- big reductions at Noah Webster Library 
(boilers) 60%, DPW, King Phillip, Cornerstone.  Not yet on 
website.  

o Old Solar PPAs 

� Bishops’s Corner, DPW- up and running since end of May. Do 
press around re-opening of library in late summer 

� Smith- “off the table”- SunEdison backed out 

o New Solar PPAs 

� Draft RFP in procurement 

� Potentially take advantage of ZREC coming  ~ August 



o ESPC Project- RFQ out issued by Bloomfield. End of June should do 
walk-throughs. Will hold meeting with Ron and Chris Johnson re: ESPC 
concerns.  Catherine to email printer re: budget.  

o Clean Energy Banner- completed mock-up but concern with diff. colors, 
banner with printer.  

o Celebrate West Hartford summary- WH can earn $25 per completed visit 
by signing partnership agreement with Neighbor to Neighbor Energy 
Challenge. 
Susan Begin has info about a potential partnership with League of Women 
Voters. Susan to follow up. 

3. HES contractor partnership- run micro-procurement to select several contractors.  
Then work with contractors to co-market. Susanne Olander.    
Roger to send Neighbor to Neighbor contractor RFQ to Catherine 

4. Business Outreach update 
Susan sent list of businesses from assessor 
Roger has guide to small business efficiency programs 
Meeting with Chamber- Bob to help set up.  With Catherine, Roger, Chamber 
president (Christine Luby). 
Potential candidate- Building Flatwork as case study?  Joe to contact them. Bob or 
Catherine willing to be part of meeting to explain the Small Business programs as the 
town used them. 

5. Hotel project update- RFP amended to say design that “achieves standard of LEED 
Gold is expected.” Came out June 1st.  

6. Any interest in microgrid pilot project on behalf of West Hartford? 
$15 million of state funding for planning, engineering, etc. Potentially Town Hall, 
Police, Blue Back or Elmwood Community Center.  
Next step- contact DEEP.  

7. Community solar –Solarize CT RFI due June 29, 2012 
CEFIA to launch pilot program for towns to drive demand for solar and reduce the 
cost of residential solar through volume. CEFIA to select the installers with towns 
giving input on contractors to work with our town. Town needs to commit to outreach 
and promotion including recruiting solar ambassadors and volunteers, hold events, 
etc.  Two rounds of 4 municipalities. WH to take part in next round potentially. 

8. WH CETF members- continue to pursue getting second council member 
Intern- potential for high school students this fall.  

 

Next meeting 7/25/12 


